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1.) I decided to use a local primary school as the base catalog for this assignment.  Since this library serves a K-2 population, I looked through the GPS standards and settled on a first grade Social Studies standard.
SS1H2:  The student will read or listen to American folktales and explain how they characterize our national heritage.


a. identify John Henry, Johnny Appleseed, Davy Crockett, Paul Bunyan and Annie Oakley.

I liked this objective since these folktales were some of my favorite stories as a child.  I was also interested to see how many resources the Media Center had on these people.  I think that as the GPS are adopted, there will be quite a scramble to realign resources to the new standards.  This will make the use of external resources crucial, especially in the first few years after the adoptions, when Media collections will be playing “catch up”.
2.) I looked at PINES to start developing my list of Subject Headings.   I searched for books about the specific people mentioned in the objective and ended up with a good list to start with.  One great thing about PINES is that you can click on the subject heading and it compiles a different search list by that subject.
3.)  I consulted the Media Center catalog at the school to check current holdings relating to the standard (which, as I had predicted, were few.)  I also began searching for sources in the Gwinnett County Public Library, PINES, GIL, the Internet and Georgia Learning Connection for relevant sources.  
4.)  I spent a lot of time attempting to narrow down the huge amount of sources I have found, basic the criteria for selection primarily on our selection policy as well as relevance to the topic.  Unfortunately, I can’t get my hands on many of these sources to examine them, so I have found reviews for many of them, which have helped to guide me in the selection process.  The Gwinnett County Public Library catalog has links to reviews with many of its entries, mostly from School Library Journal.  (Amazon.com has a lot of these too).  I was surprised to read so many mixed to negative reviews about materials.  When I saw a negative review, I tried to find a “second opinion” to confirm the original review (using Follett’s Titlewave and other tools), to be sure I was not excluding something that is worthwhile.  Many helpful alternatives were also mentioned in the negative reviews.  Summaries are also provided for many materials through GCPL listings. Through these searches, I found several authors that seem to be well respected in this genre of folklore, including Steven Kellogg and Julius Lester.


There were other reasons I had for not selecting certain materials, such as an overrepresentation of materials on a single figure, inappropriateness to age level, and choosing materials in alternative formats to appeal to different learning styles.  The flexibility of use for certain materials also factored in to my decisions.


Since the nature of the objective focuses on American history and the characteristics these folktales represent, I excluded many materials that may have appealed to the audience but did not fit the focus of the objective. 
6.)   I compiled a list that represents a good variety of formats, subjects and instructional uses.  (see below)
Objective and Grade Level

First grade Social Studies:

SS1H2:  The student will read or listen to American folktales and explain how they characterize our national heritage.


a. identify John Henry, Johnny Appleseed, Davy Crockett, Paul Bunyan and Annie Oakley.


The major domains of information are underlined above.  


This objective focuses on American folktales.  A number of specific figures are mentioned.  The objective asks students to think about these tales and what they say about the history of the United States.
Annotated Bibliography:

Location Key

LPS = Loganville Primary School Media Center

GCPL = Gwinnett County Public Library

PINES = PINES Library Catalog (Walton County is a participant in PINES)

	Title and Location
	Description of Item
	Instructional Use

	Adler, David A & Wallner, John and Alexandra, ill.  (1995).  A Picture Book of Davy Crockett.  New York:  Holiday House.

GCPL – 921 Crockett
	This is a picture book that provides a history of the major events of Davy Crockett’s life.
	Read aloud to explore Davy Crockett’s life.  Use this book to talk about exaggeration and the boastful claims Crockett made.  Could be placed in the classroom library during unit for independent reading.

	Aliki. (1971).  The Story of Johnny Appleseed.  New York:  Aladdin.  (Big Book)

LPS – Big Book Ali
	This picture book tells the story of how Johnny Appleseed spread kindness (and trees) around America.
	This text is on grade level for emergent and independent readers.  The big book format makes it ideal for practicing reading skills and strategies while sharing a tall tale and achieving Social Studies objectives.

	American Legends [Motion Picture]. (2002). Burbank, CA, Disney DVD.

GCPL – DVD American
	A selection of four Disney short animated stories, featuring John Henry, Paul Bunyan and Johnny Appleseed.
	This video is further reinforcement of the basic stories, and the alternate format will appeal to some learners.  This may be a good material to use later in the unit, to compare and contrast with some of the book stories.

	Dadey, Debbie & Goto, Scott, ill.  (1997).  Shooting Star:  Annie Oakley, the Legend.  New York:  Walker and Co.  

GCPL – 921 Oakley
	A mix of fact and legend in a picture book about Annie Oakley.
	The conclusion of the book tries to separate fact from fiction.  Have students try to figure these things out as they learn the story of Annie Oakley.  What does her story say about early Americans?

	Folktale Unit Ideas.  Retrieved from Georgia Learning Connection on June 8, 2005.  http://atozteacherstuff.com/pages/315.shtml
	This is a list of activities that incorporate Folk and Fairy Tales into learning across the curriculum.
	There are many useful ideas here, including how to adapt a folktale into a math lesson, mapping skills, and cooking.

	Greene, Carol.  (1991).  John Chapman:  The Man Who was Johnny Appleseed.  Chicago:  Children’s Press.

LPS – B App
	Another story of John Chapman’s life, this one a bit more grounded in facts than the other selections included.
	Use this text to compare with Aliki’s and Kellogg’s works about the same figure.  What makes a “tall tale?”  What are reliable sources of information?  **Incorporate information literacy skills here.**  How do you tell what is true and what is false?  (Media Specialist lesson)

	Haren, Debbie.  Folktale Unit.  Retrieved from Georgia Learning Connection on June 8, 2005.  http://atozteacherstuff.com/pages/4042.shtml
	Seven lessons that center around various folk tales, including Pecos Bill and Paul Bunyan.
	Good writing prompts and guided reading questions for specific texts are included.

	Keats, Ezra Jack.  (1987).  John Henry:  An American Legend.  New York:  Knopf.  (Book and cassette)

LPS – Read-along Kea
	A familiar retelling of the folktale by a noteworthy author.
	Book and cassette can be used in a listening center during the unit.  Students can respond to the work in the way they like best.  

	Kellogg, Steven.  (1984).  Paul Bunyan:  A Tall Tale.  New York:  Morrow.

LPS – 398.2 Kel
	The incredible story of Paul Bunyan, which explains the creation of many of our natural wonders.
	Do a mini-author study of Steven Kellogg, using this and the next two titles.  Writing and discussion prompts for this title are included in the resource by Debbie Haren, listed above. 

	Kellogg, Steven.  (1988).  Johnny Appleseed:  A Tall Tale.  New York:  Morrow Junior Books.

LPS – 634.11 Kel
	A nicely illustrated telling of the life of Johnny Appleseed.
	Steven Kellogg author study, and use to compare to other books about Johnny Appleseed in the unit.  Writing and discussion prompts for this title are included in the resource by Debbie Haren, listed above.

	Kellogg, Steven. (1986).  Pecos Bill:  A Tall Tale.  New York:  Morrow.

LPS – 398.2 Kel
	Illustrated version of Pecos Bill’s life, which gives the reader a good idea about what life was like in the American West.
	Use this book to talk about life in the American West.  Writing and discussion prompts for this title are included in the resource by Debbie Haren, listed above.

	Lester, Julius, & Pinkney, Jerry, ill. (1994).  John Henry.  New York:  Dial Books.

LPS - 398.21 Les
	Another version of John Henry’s life, illustrated with Caldecott-honored watercolors.
	This book could be used to compare illustrations in different versions of the John Henry story.  What do the illustrations contribute?  Do they change the story?  Could be placed in classroom library during the unit.

	Moore, Stephanie.  Tall Tales:  An Internet Hotlist on Tall Tales.  Retrieved July 5, 2005. http://www.kn.pacbell.com/ wired/fil/pages/listtalltalst.html
	This site has numerous links to units and lesson ideas for tall tales, and links to tales to review.
	Incorporating the computer aspect can be appealing for some students.  There are several links to templates for writing tall tales as a class.  (You can work on parts of speech!)

	Osborne, Mary Pope & McCurdy, Michael, ill. (1991).  American Tall Tales.  New York:  Knopf.

GCPL – 398.22 Osborne
	A collection of tall tales from the American tradition, including the major figure highlighted here as well as lesser known tales.
	Use alternative tales from this collection to add some cultural diversity to the study.  This book has an excellent foreword about how tall tales become a part of the American cultural fabric.

	Overhead Transparencies Creative Dramatics TT 1.  (1989).  Huntington Beach, CA:  Creative Teaching Press.

LPS – Prof 398 Ove
	A group of overhead transparencies that provide “sets” for creating classroom dramas based on the tall tales in the objective.
	Creating a drama will appeal to students with different learning styles.  Also it will give the students a chance to choose the important parts of the stories and “step inside” them.

	Rabbit Ears Productions.  (1992).  John Henry.  [Motion Picture].  Lancaster, PA:  Rabbit Ears.

LPS – VCR #349
	Animated feature about John Henry’s life, featuring lively narration and music.
	This video provides another medium for understanding this story.  Includes music for students who respond to that.

	San Souci, Robert D. & Glass, Andrew, ill.  (1991).  Larger Than Life:  John Henry and Other Tall Tales.  New York:  Doubleday.

PINES – J 398.22  San
	A collection of American tall tales.
	This collection would be appropriate to include in a classroom library during this unit.

	Schlosser, S. E. American Folklore:  Famous Characters.  Retrieved July 5, 2005.
http://www.americanfolklore.net/ff.html
	This site has numerous stories about the famous characters in the objective, along with many others.  There are also numerous teacher resources for this unit included in this site.
	Students can explore this site and find out about characters not discussed in class, and share a favorite story they have found.

	Small, Terry.  (1992).  The Legend of Pecos Bill.  New York:  Bantam Books.

PINES – JE Small
	The story of Pecos Bill’s life, including his marriage to Sluefoot Sue.
	Include this book in the classroom library during this unit, and encourage students to compare this version of the story with other versions shared as a class.

	Spinner, Stephanie & Miralles, Jose, ill.  (1993).  Little Sure Shot:  The Story of Annie Oakley.  New York:  Random House.

GCPL – 921 Oakley
	Another version of the Annie Oakley story, including photographs.
	Include this title in the classroom library, or read aloud and discuss the text and photographs.

	York, Carol Beach & Goodman, Joan E.  (1977).  Johnny Appleseed.  New York:  Troll. (8 book set with cassette)

LPS – B App
	Yet another version of this story!
	The book set with cassette is ideal for use in a reading group setting.


-Students should also have the opportunity to review the books independently, perhaps choosing one of the characters to write a report about as a culminating activity, highlighting what that figure tells us about the character of early Americans.
-This study provides an excellent opportunity for students to discern fact from fiction, an important information literacy skill.  This is a great opportunity for the Media Specialist to play an instrumental role in the unit, incorporating information literacy skills into the curriculum.
Subject Headings:

Folklore – United States

Folklore – United States – Juvenile literature

African Americans – Folklore

Tall Tales

Frontier and pioneer life.
Frontier and pioneer life--Middle West--Juvenile literature.
Frontier and pioneer life--Tennessee--Juvenile literature
Pioneers.
Pioneers--Tennessee--Biography--Juvenile literature.
John Henry (Legendary character) – Legends

Paul Bunyan (Legendary character) – Legends

Appleseed, Johnny, 1774-1845--Juvenile literature
Crockett, Davy, 1786-1836--Juvenile literature.
Oakley, Annie, 1860-1926--Juvenile literature.
Women entertainers--United States--Biography--Juvenile literature.
Sharpshooters.
Reflection:

Considering most of the assignments we have done in the program thus far, I think that this one was the most “expected” in that it reflects what I originally thought Media Specialists did all the time.  However, completing this assignment gave me a much more in-depth idea of what I can and should be doing as an instructional partner to the teachers at my school.  (It definitely improved my Comprehension (Bloom’s) of what this part of my job means.)  Providing materials is not simply pulling every single book about a certain subject off the shelf and just handing it to the teacher.  It is reviewing these materials in light of the objectives of the teacher, the overall standard, the learning needs of the students, and in terms of how information literacy skills can be incorporated through this unit.  (This review of materials reflects Bloom’s Evaluation).  It is finding things outside the walls of the Media Center that could enrich and expand thinking.  This assignment gave me more appreciation for the usefulness of a curriculum map, and how that tool can really be a powerful way to connect teachers, students and meaningful, effective materials.  Since I think that this assignment also represents what teachers think we should be doing as Media Specialists, understanding how to do it effectively and knowing how to use it to extend information literacy skills into the classroom is essential.  
AASL Competencies:

Facilitate Access – My bibliography includes a wide variety of materials to provide information access to students with a wide range of learning styles and needs.  These media include books, videos, big books, audio tapes with and without read along books, and electronic media.  Lesson plans are provided for the teacher to peruse.  There are also suggestions for using these materials across the curriculum.  (This basic knowledge of materials reflects the knowledge level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.)
Technology – Technology was essential in creating this bibliography.  I relied on the catalogs of several different libraries, websites with teaching suggestions, and sources for review of materials to create a collection of materials that will enable the teacher to meet the standard involved.  Several of the materials presented for use incorporate technology, such as online lessons and activities.  I would definitely link worthwhile materials from electronic resources into my OPAC.

In searching for materials, I noticed that there were several overarching subject headings that were used in many (but not all) of the materials’ records.  I think that I would like to really focus on including these broad headings in as many records for curricular materials as possible when working in my own catalog.  (For example, the broad heading of “Folktales – United States – Juvenile Literature” would be one that I would try to include on all the records that are relevant to this objective in the collection.  I might focus less on subject headings such as “Frontier and pioneer life--Middle West--Juvenile literature” which is, in my analysis, more specific and less likely to jump to mind when searching.)  (This identification of a problem and rethinking it reflects Bloom’s Analysis.) I also wonder if it would be effective to have a way for teachers to search for materials by GPS objective.  I will have to consider this further when I am in a real teaching situation.  Would this increase access or just decrease interaction between the Media Specialist and the teacher?
Resource Sharing, Networking – A substantive portion of this bibliography comes from outside sources such as the Gwinnett County Public Library System and PINES.  In light of the shift to the GPS, resource sharing will be more important than ever as we attempt to update our collections to reflect the new curriculum.  (Identifying and understanding the ramifications of this issue reflect Bloom’s Comprehension level.)  I would hope to develop a good working relationship with the libraries in my community.  In a Gwinnett County school, Destiny allows for a great deal of resource sharing among schools as well. 
Aligns Resources – When presenting this bibliography to a teacher, I would take the opportunity to review how to find the materials listed, and show them how to use the relevant subject headings on the OPAC.  I think that there are teachers who are intimidated to admit that they may not have the kind of mastery of searching as they wish they had.  In a nonthreatening way, I would take this as an opportunity to try to unlock some of the mysteries of the catalog and show the teacher how to locate materials on their own.


While thinking of instructional uses for these materials (which was definitely a step further than I might have gone before this program and this assignment), I realized that Tall Tales are a great opportunity to teach first graders how to look for clues to whether information is factual or fictional.  (Reviewing the materials to find a new opportunity for information literacy skills reflects the Synthesis level of Bloom’s Taxonomy).  In many of these stories, exaggeration is presented as fact.  What a great chance to build a foundation for their later challenges in determining whether information they find in research is true or false.  I would offer to do a lesson to introduce this skill as a part of the unit, perhaps introducing elementary research and fact-checking techniques.
